
AP CAPSTONE
Develop critical thinking, research, collaboration, time 

management, and presentation skills!

Earn the AP Capstone Diploma or Certificate!

Benefits of the AP Capstone 
Program

AP SEMINAR

AP RESEARCH

T H E  C O U R S E S

Consider issues from multiple 

perspectives, identify credible 

sources, evaluate strengths and 

weaknesses of arguments, and 

make logical, evidence-based 

recommendations. Investigate topics 

through various viewpoints of your 

choice!

Explore various research methods 

and complete an independent 

research project. Your project can 

build on a topic, problem, or issue 

of your own choosing!

AP Capstone candidates stand out:
On college applications and essays because they 

demonstrate critical thinking, communication, 

and research skills associated with AP Capstone.

In college interviews because of the confidence, 

expertise, and passion they show when they talk 

about their academic projects.

To college admissions officers, who recognize  

that AP Capstone students know how to build 

evidence-based arguments, apply research 

methods, work in teams, deliver professional 

presentations, and complete long-term academic 

projects.

Master key skills you'll 
use in college and 
career!
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AP SEMINAR (Year 1) 
Team Project & Presentation 
Individual Research-Based 
Essay & Presentation 
End-of-Course Exam 

AP Capstone
Diploma™ 

 AP Seminar 
and  Research  
Certificate™ 

AP RESEARCH (Year 2) 
Academic Paper 
Presentation & Oral Defense 

4 AP COURSES & EXAMS 
(Taken at any point throughout high school) 

AP Capstone: The Rigor of AP, 

with a Focus on Academic Skills
 
AP Capstone™ is a new diploma program for college-bound students. It’s a challenging, 
college-level program that focuses on critical reasoning, research, collaboration, and 
communication skills. This fall, AP Capstone Diploma candidates will begin considering 
your institution in their higher education plans. 

HERE ARE SIX THINGS TO KNOW ABOUT AP CAPSTONE: 
1 Over 1,000 high schools in the U.S. (1,100 globally) are approved to offer AP Capstone. 

2 More than 10,000 students in the high school class of 2018 and 35,000 students 
in the high school class of 2019 will participate in the AP Capstone Diploma program. 

3 AP Capstone is based on two sequential college-level courses—AP Seminar and 
AP Research—that complement and enhance other, discipline-specific AP courses. 

4 AP Seminar students analyze different sources of information and create evidence-
based arguments, and are assessed on individual and team presentations and papers. 

5 AP Research students learn research methods in order to conduct a research project 
and then present and defend a 5,000-word academic paper. 

6 The AP Capstone Diploma is awarded to students who earn scores of 3 or higher 
on AP Seminar, AP Research, and four additional AP Exams of their own choosing. 

Learn more about AP Capstone at collegeboard.org/apcapstonehed.
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